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HIS HOLINESS, POPE JOHN XXIII was 
formerly the Cardinal Patriarch of 
Italy’s famed canal - and - gondola city, 
Venice. While there, it is said that the 
Holy Father was fond of praying before 
the jeweled icon of the Madonna and 
Child known as Our Lady of Nicopeja 
(Victory). Honored at a special altar 
in St. Mark’s Basilica, the icon was 
brought to Venice from the Greek 
Orthodox city of Byzantium (Constanti- 
nople) just before its fall to the Turks 
in 1453. 


COULD THE HOLY FATHER’S former 
association with both the Madonna and 
Venice (the icon being a religious link 
between Catholic and Orthodox, and 
Venice for centuries in the past being 
a trading link between East and West) 
be symbolic of the tremendous unifying 
tasks that lie ahead during his Pontifi- 
cate? 
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HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS XIil 


History will record Pope Pius XIl as one of 
the greatest missionary Popes of the Church. 
Under his guidance, the mission work of the 
Church found a new impetus unknown since 
the early centuries of Christianity. 

Among the tremendous gains made in mis- 
sion work during his Pontificate was the estab- 
lishment of native hierarchies in Asia and 
Africa. No other Pope appointed so many 
Bishops and under no other Pope have there 
been so many millions of converts brought into 
the Fold of Christ. 

But his Pontificate knew sorrows as well. 
Extreme Nationalism and Communism joined 
hands to frustrate the mission task of the 
Church. Persecution and exile faced many Mis- 
sionaries in vast portions of Asia, and the doors 
of other vast portions were closed to them. 
South Africa's threat to destroy the Catholic 
School system there was one of the Pontiff's 
latest griefs. 

With Pope Pius XIl, the P.I.M.E. Missionaries 
of SS. Peter and Paul have experienced sorrow 
and joy. One hundred and fifty of our men 
were expelled from China after World War Il 
(Continued on page 38) 
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EDWARD CARDINAL MOONEY 


The memory of Edward Cardinal Mooney 
will long be cherished by the P.I.M.E. Mission- 
aries of SS. Peter and Paul. Certainly, he ranks 
among the greatest of their benefactors. 

Cardinal Mooney first came into contact 
with our Society while Apostolic Delegate to 
India. It was there that he first saw our Mis- 
sioners in action. This early contact, years ago, 
resulted in our coming to his archdiocese in 
1948 and the establishment of our U.S. head- 
quarters in Detroit. 

Cardinal Mooney’'s interest in the mission- 
ary endeavors of the Church made him respons- 
ive to the spiritual needs of the entire world. 
He enthused at the growing numbers of Amer- 
ican vocations swelling the ranks of our Soci- 
ety and had great hopes that these Mission- 
aries-to-be would soon contribute their share 
in answering many of the world’s spiritual 
needs. 

We still depend on our beloved benefac- 
tor, Edward Cardinal Mooney. Even now, we 
trust that his prayers are with us for the fruition 
of his and our great hopes. Meanwhile, we 
mourn the loss of a Father, Shepherd and 
Friend. 











We had prepared for a grand celebration 
but it had to wait: the lives of two 
important children were at stake. 
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) THE MAN WHO SPOILED 





IT WAS ADVENT 1951 in the 
mountainous Shan States of Bur- 
ma’s northeast. Peace was sup- 
posed to have been six years old. 
But the surrender of Japan and 
the close of World War II had 
brought no peace. 

The many peoples of Burma 
thought ‘that Independence from 
British rule in January 1948 would 
mark the end of their country’s 
troubles but their new government 
under Premier U Nu was shaken 


by civil war and Communist in- 
trigue from its very beginning. 
Violence and bloodshed was not 


unknown in our Kentung Diocesan 
area close to the Burma Road and 
the Red China border. General 
Nawng Seng, a Kachin general, 
while fighting in behalf of the Cen- 
tral government against rebellious 
Karens, suddenly decided to defect 
and become a rebel himself. Many 
Kachins in our Kentung area ral- 
lied to his cause to have the 
Kachin States secede from the 
Burmese Union and become again 
a part of the British Common- 
wealth. Other Kachins, though 
loyal to the Central government, 
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CHRISTMAS 


refused to tell of the whereabouts 
of their tribal blood brother. Loyal 
government troops found it very 
difficult to engage and subdue the 
rebel leader. 

During this tangled, internal 
conflict, we Missionaries were for 
the most part respected because of 
our priesthood and allowed to 
travel through the lines of one bel- 
ligerent to those of another in rela- 
tive safety. And because of our 
neutrality, we were often asked to 
help in matters which in a more 
stable society would have been 
cared for by the Red Cross. 

Fear of Nawng Seng’s military 
and political ambitions prompted 
the then President of Burma, Shwe 
Daik, a Shan tribesman, to ask 


. such a favor of me. I had worked 


out of Lashio, capital of the north 
Shan States, for a long time and 
had known the President and his 
family for equally as long. 

On Christmas Eve, his urgent re- 
quest arrived. His message asked 
that I go quickly to nearby Hsenwi 
where five Reparatrix nuns main- 
tained a boarding school of forty 
Shan primary grade youngsters. 
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by Emile Abbiati, P.1.M.E. 


Among them were his two sons. 
I was to bring them back with me 
to Lashio and thus thwart a pos- 
sible kidnapping by the marauder, 
Nawng Seng. 

Preparations for the Christmas 
celebration had to wait. I set out 
for Hsenwi. The thick jungle brush 
seemed to conspire against me in 
my errand of mercy. My usually 
agile pony was in a contrary mood 
and seemed to indicate that this 
was hardly the way to prepare for 
the greatest feast on the Christian 
calendar. After many hours I final- 
ly arrived at the river, across which 
lay the village of Hsenwi. Another 
bend in the shoreline along that 
river, across the bridge connecting 
with the village side, and my mis- 
sion would be quickly accom- 
plished. 

My cheery mood was shortlived. 
Arriving at the site where the 
bridge should have been, my heart 
sank. The bridge had been blown 
up. The village was deserted. Only 
Nawng Seng could have done this. 
I prayed desperately that the Pres- 
ident’s boys had not fallen into the 
desperado’s hands. 














The swiftness of river’s currents 
and the depth of its waters made it 
impossible for me to swim over 
and search for clues as to where 
the villagers had fled. Disconsolate, 
I returned to Lashio and arrived 
early Christmas morning. 


Sorrow mixed strangely with the 
joy of the first two Masses said on 
that day of days. I was about to 
begin my third when the door of 
the Sacristy burst open before a 
disheveled Shan messenger. 
“Father,” he began slowly, “Hsen- 
wi has been burnt to the ground 
and the villagers have fled to the 
mountains for fear of Nawng Seng 
and his men. The Sisters have sent 
me to you for food and blankets.” 

Here was hope. 


“The children,” I asked impa- 
tiently, “are the children safe?” 


“They are all with the Sisters at 
the Shan village,” he answered 
matter-of-factly. 

I told him to rest while I said 
my third and last Mass for Christ- 
mas day. There was only joy this 
time. The President’s children were 
safe and they would soon be with 
me. I decided that they must be 
sent as soon as possible to their 
father, the first man of Burma. 


During the months that fol- 
lowed, three battalions of Burmese 
troops arrived on the scene to re- 
store order. They did manage to 
engage the trouble-making Nawng 
Seng and his men and break their 
hold on the area, but the rebel 
general, himself, managed to slip 
across the Red Chinese border. I 
pray God that he will never again 
be allowed to spoil another Christ- 
mas in Northeast Burma—or any 
part of Burma for that matter. 
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Knight of Charity 


Chena A. GARDELLA, president of a very large and successful food 
distributing industry bearing his name, has been selected by the Friends 
of the P.I.M.E. Missionaries of SS. Peter and Paul for their 1958 Knight 
of Charity Award. 


The Friends’ motto, “Unison in family life with person - to - person 
charity,” might have been chosen with George A. Gardella in mind. He 
personifies that motto so thoroughly. 


His wife, five children and their families personify it, too. The 
togetherness of the Gardella family in work and play is truly inspiring. 
They can be proud of the edifying example they give as a united Chris- 
tian family. 


Courage, perseverance, patience, integrity, hard work and initiative 
can be said to be the marks of every successful man, but there is only one 
factor that can make a man great and that is Charity. 


And the humbler Charity is, the greater it is. You will not find the 
name of George Gardella on memorials and tablets attached to the walls 
of large buildings for all to see. But his name is inscribed in the hearts 
of literally tens of thousands of men and women who have benefited by 
his boundless giving. 


Few know of George A. Gardella’s specific charities, and George pre- 
fers it that way. 


While bowing to his desire for anonymity on this score, the Friends 
of the P.I.M.E. Missionaries of SS. Peter and Paul, nevertheless, take this 
opportunity to publicly recognize the generous giving of this great man, 
and saluie George A. Gardella as their choice for their 1958 Knight of 
Charity Award. 








The louder the music, 
the greater the joy — 


that is why we sang 
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“SILENT NIGHT” WITH DRUMS 


BEING THE ONLY missionary 
in this large area of India’s Goda- 
vary estuary, I was convinced that 
Christmas was the right time. to 
bring the good tidings of Redemp- 
tion to thousands more of the non- 
Christians around me. “If I don’t 
live up to the opportunity,” I 
thought to myself, “what am I 
here for?” 

But the problem was how to 
bring the Message of Christ’s Com- 
ing to these people in the dark of 
the night? The only answer was 
to go up and down the streets of 
the well-populated villages and 
wake them up. 

This does not present a serious 
obstacle here where the people de- 
light in noise, drums and music. 
On the other hand I had no church 
in which to bring them all together 
to celebrate the feast with my 
Christians. 

In spite of this last difficulty, I 
decided to take the best road 
South for ten miles. Along it there 
were three villages with large num- 
bers of catechumens ready for 
Baptism. We would carry on even 
though we had no church. 

The plan was simple. I would 
visit the villages, baptize the cate- 
chumens in each and lead them 
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by Vincent Pagano, P.I.M.E. 


and the Christians already bap- 
tized in a long grand procession. 
We would arouse the non-Christian 
natives for a distance of three 
miles. Curiosity would surely 
prompt them to leave their sleep 
and join us in the celebration of 
Midnight Mass in a beautifully 
decorated hut along the roadside. 
The plan worked out splendidly. 

I left my house about 9 o’clock 
in the morning of the Christmas 
vigil after I had loaded my motor- 
cycle like a Santa Claus. I arrived 
at the first village about 10 a.m. 
and gathered the catechumens for 
the baptismal ceremony. I noticed 
an old gentleman who was shaky 
and definitely starving. 

“Swami,” he told me, “I have 
been fasting for two days prepar- 
ing for Baptism. Since my daugh- 
ter knew that I was going to be 
baptized, she refused to give me 
anything to eat. It means that I 
will have to go begging for the rest 
of my days. But this doesn’t mat- 
ter very much—provided, that I 
reach the happiness of heaven.” 

I called him Moxanantam which 
means happiness of paradise. Tears 
of joy swelled in his eyes. 

When I finished baptizing all, I 
went on to the next village of 
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Komara to baptize a large group 
of Indian ex-servicemen who had 


been abroad, seen Rome and the 
Holy Father. They had already 
adorned the grade school of the 
village for Midnight Mass. After I 
baptized them, I prepared the altar 
and then I moved on to the third 
village. While I was lining up this 
third group of catechumens for 
Baptism, I found out that a whole 
family of seven had smallpox. I 
was inclined to delay their Bap- 
tism, but the father insisted: ““Bap- 
tize us right away, Swami, so we 
may become children of God be- 
fore we die.”’ . . . Thanks to God 
they all recovered. 

When evening came, I had gath- 
ered about one hundred newly 
baptized Catholics. We then form- 
ed a procession with the new Cath- 
olics all dressed in their best. A 
band led the procession: then came 
the children, with flags, and finally 
the women. Behind them, an old 
horse was drawing a cart with 
a record-player. The loudspeaker 
filled the air with apfropriate 
songs in their native language in 
honor of the Divine Child. After 
the gramaphone, came more chil- 
dren carrying a statue of the In- 
fant Christ laying in a crib deco- 
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rated with twinkling lights, tin foil. 
and colored glass. The men came 
last carrying gas lights and ignit- 
ing firecrackers along the way. 

We walked for about three 
miles. And as I had foreseen, all 
the non-Christians along the route 
came out of their poor huts to 
watch the strange procession. 
Many of them, of course, followed 
the procession and when we reach- 
ed the hut where I was to celebrate 
Midnight Mass, I had more than 
400 people in my Congregation. 

I explained at great length the 
meaning of the celebration and 
particularly the meaning of Christ- 
mas. When the Mass was over, 
everyone came to kiss the statue of 
the Infant Jesus. I distributed can- 
dies and Holy pictures to everyone. 
We then removed the temporary 
altar and served tea and fried rice 
to the music of Christmas songs 
followed by a brief parade or- 
ganized by the ex-servicemen. 

It was about 4 a.m. when every- 
one finally returned to their homes 
and I also climbed onto my motor- 
cycle to return to mine. I was 
weary indeed but happy, very 
happy, because I had given the 
Divine Child one hundred new 
Christians on that night. 
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He was to make our 
Christmas complete. 
All the way from 
Hong Kong came 


OUR 
LITTLE 
WISE 
MAN 


“ . . and this little Chinese 
fellow, whose Christian name is 
Thomas Martin, has been through 
more in his ten short years than 
many of you will endure in a life 
a 

My husband and I stared in- 
tently at the picture projected on 
the screen and almost at the same 
instant, in silent mutual agree- 
ment, decided that if at all possible 
Tommy was to be our next son. 

We had been attending a lec- 
ture by Elizabeth Reid, Australian 
journalist and organizer for the 
Grail movement here in the United 
States. Among the slides illustrat- 
ing her story, there were several 
heart-warming pictures of a “small 
scrap of humanity” with no par- 
ents or relatives to care for him. 
He was a Chinese war orphan. 

Several months before the lec- 
ture, we had begun adoption 
proceedings for any Korean or 
Chinese war orphan. Then we 
heard of Miss Reid through Father 
Maestrini. He suggested we attend 
her talk as she had recently come 
from Hong Kong and might pos- 
sibly be able to help us. 

After seeing Tommy’s picture 
and hearing his story, we couldn’t 
wait for the lecture to end so that 
we could talk to her. We bom- 
barded her with questions, and she 
answered: 

“Yes, Tommy is Catholic.” 

“No, he knows no English.” 

“I believe he’s eight or nine 
years old.” 
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“If there is no one to take care 
of him, he will surely go to a Por- 
tuguese orphanage.” (The thought 
of this Chinese lad in an orphan- 
age was appalling to us)! 

“Yes, I will do what I can to 
help you.” 

All this occurred in February, 
1956. Then the real work began. 
(Let me say here that having a 
baby of your own is a much sim- 
pler and easier way of acquiring a 
child!) 

We informed the adoption cen- 
ter that we now had a specific child 
in mind. They said they would let 
us know how things were progress- 
ing in a few weeks. They told us 
only that it would take a long 
time; exactly how long, they could 
not say. 

In the meantime, we wrote to 
Tom’s guardian, Debora Schak, in 
Hong Kong, to get such pertinent 
information as health records, edu- 
cation, his place of birth, etc. It 
would take a volume to describe 
the incredible amount of interna- 
tional red tape involved. For in- 
stance, if he had been born on the 
Communist-dominated mainland, 
there would have to be additional 
investigations to determine wheth- 
er or not his parents had fled be- 
fore or after the Communists took 
over. Fortunately, he was born in 
Hong Kong. 

February melted into March, 
then April rained into May. The 
agency hadn’t phoned us once. We 
had called there several times, but 
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by Gerre Jaroch 


received no satisfaction. We were 
becoming frustrated, impatient, 
angry and unhappy. No one 
seemed to offer help. There was 
only discouragement facing us like 
a distorted mirror. 

A definite time element was in- 
volved and began to plague us. 
The refugee act under which Tom 
qualified would expire December 
31 and it applied only to children 
under ten years of age. Tom’s 
tenth birthday was in November. 
If his visa was not issued before 
his birthday, he would be unable 
to come. 

Soon summer had changed into 
Indian summer. By September’s 
end, we were becoming desperate. 
No progress seemed to have been 
made. Our case was bogged down 
in exasperating routine and pro- 
tocol. Already Val and I had de- 
cided that should Tom not arrive 
within the deadline, we would peti- 
tion our Senator for a special bill 
allowing his entry. And then we 
thought, why not invoke his help 
now? We rather brazenly called 
Senator McNamara’s office and 
explained the situation. Here at 
last, we found an ally. Mrs. Mc- 
Namara soon had the phone wires 
buzzing. She told us exactly what 
steps had to be carried out before 
Tom could come. To this day she 
still tells us she didn’t do anything 
for us. Both Val and I feel differ- 
ently, and will always be indebted 
to Mrs. McNamara. Someday we 
plan to tell Tommy what an im- 
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Tommy and May Lee again, going 
; over the Hong Kong Sunday 
# Examiner News. 


portant role she played in bringing 
him to America. 

We called the people we had 
given as references, asking them to 
send in letters to the agency. 

We cabled Hong Kong for fur- 
ther information and documents. 
We kept in constant touch with 
Miss Reid, who was hop-scotching 

{ the Northeastern states on her lec- 
ture tour. One day, encourage- 
ment; the next, no apparent hope 
that he’d come in time. 

As October whizzed by, we stop- 
ped at the Center with a check for 
Tom’s fare and the signing of 
papers. Soon it was November 22, 
Tom’s 10th birthday. I had given 
up, but Val maintained, ‘“We’ll 
have him with us on Christmas.” 
He had a great deal more faith 
than I. Two days later, on Novem- 
ber 24, we received a letter from 
Hong Kong from Miss Schak. As 
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always, it was most interesting, but 
her post script sent me flying to 
the phone for Val. It read: “Visa 
granted! Let’s pray Tom leaves 
soon. He wants to!”” We were over- 
joyed with relief and happy expec- 
tation. His visa had been granted 
five days before his tenth birthday. 
How God was smiling upon us! 

Now we wired the National 
Catholic Welfare Council in New 
York to let them know. His papers 
had also been cleared in Washing- 
ton, thanks to some pressure from 
Mrs. McNamara. Everything was 
falling into place with amazing 
precision. Now we only waited for 
a call from the Center in Detroit 
as to his arrival time at Willow 
Run ait port. 

On Thursday, December 13, 
Miss Shay of the Center called. 
We held our breath as she told us 
Tom would arrive either on Satur- 
day or Sunday. The refugee act 
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Here is a much younger Tommy 
with May Lee, another orphan. The 
fishing was good until they were 
caught. 
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expired in fifteen days. We couldn’t 
help but see God’s precise-moving 
hand in such perfect, though sus- 
penseful timing. He had answered 
our prayers in full. 

Only when we were certain that 
Tommy was coming, did we begin 
to prepare our children for their 
new brother. Nancy, who was 314, 
was eager to have an older brother; 
Gregg, 214, was a bit blase about 
the idea; Susan, 1144, was too 
young to understand, and Mark, 
5 weeks old, just slept through the 
mounting excitement. 

We were having Mark baptized 
on that Sunday, but we went 
ahead with the plans anyway as 
we felt we’d be back in time for 
the services. 

Tom’s flight was due at 11:00 
a.m. It didn’t arrive until 1:20 
p.m. We had taken Nancy, Gregg 
and Susan along, and by that 
time, they were exhausted, Finally, 
we heard the words that were to 
change and influence our lives 
from that moment on. “Flight 702 
arriving from Milwaukee at Gate 
2.” That short impersonal sen- 
tence, sent shivers down my spine. 
Val said he’d wait at the gate for 
Tom while I waited with the chil- 
dren. Five minutes later I looked 
up to see a beaming Val walking 
proudly towards us, clutching 
tightly a sad-faced Chinese lad. 
If smiles had electrical power, 
Val’s broad grin could have lit up 
the entire terminal. My very first 
thought was, “How unhappy he 
looks.” Val’s first impression was 
“How chubby he is.” 

We crowded about him eagerly. 
“Hello, Tommy.” No _ response. 


“This is Gregg and Nancy and 
Still nothing. Then we 
“Chau 


Susan.” 
tried his Chinese name. 
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Shing, hello.” A slight flicker in 
those sad eyes. 

Tom didn’t seem to recognize us 
although we had sent pictures to 
him in Hong Kong. We felt that 
he simply didn’t realize he was at 
the end of his long journey. He 
looked pale, bewildered, very 
frightened and oh! so close to 
tears, as were we all. Our hearts 
went out to him. How difficult and 
strange it must have been to leave 
his native land, so familiar and 
dear, and to arrive in a totally 
different country with a strange 
climate and language. True, he 
had been prepared for his trip, but 
he was still only a small ten year 
old boy. 

While we were at the terminal, 
Val took him for a glass of milk 
and it was then that I turned to 
Nancy and inquired, “Well, how 
do you like your new brother?” 
She most candidly replied, “He’s 
nice, Mommy, but he smells.” 

And indeed he did! He appar- 
ently hadn’t changed since leaving 
China. When we arrived home, we 
discovered the real reason. We be- 
gan to peel off layers of clothing. 
He was wearing two winter jackets, 
two heavy wool sweaters, a dress 
shirt and a long sleeved under- 
shirt! No wonder he smelled, and 
no wonder he was airsick. 

As you might suspect, the chil- 
dren were the biggest help in mak- 
ing Tom feel at ease that first day. 
How open-minded and wonderful 
children are. Soon they were 
laughing together as if no language 
barrier existed. 

So much has happened since 
that memorable day. Yes, we did 
miss Mark’s Baptism, but then, 
it’s not often one can acquire two 
Christians in one day. 
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Mary was the first Missionary, 
giving Christ to the world. 

On December 8th, the world 
celebrates her feast of the 


THE FEAST of the Immaculate 
Conception on December 8th is 
one of the most popular in the 
world-wide acclaim and honor of 
Mary. Since it comes during the 
second week of Advent this year, 
it is appropriate at this time to 
review how devotion to our Blessed 
Mother has influenced non-Chris- 
tian countries in their searching 
journey for the true Faith. 

True Christianity is character- 
ized by a tender devotion towards 
the Mother of God and this devo- 
tion is important to converts the 
world over. When Mary exclaimed 
prophetically, ‘All nations shall 
call me blessed,” she simply stated 
a great truth which we now are 
happy to witness in every part of 
the world. 


OUR LADY IN THE MISSIONS 

The old annals of the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith tell us of the de- 
votion to Mary in Africa. Ethiopia 
is proud to call herself The Feud 
or Fief of Mary. Uganda is called 
The Land of Mary because the 
first missionaries who brought the 
Gospel to this land declared in an 
official document that “whatever 
good will be done in this country 
will be attributed to the Blessed 
Virgin.” 

In the Solomon Islands, when 
the Miraculous Medal was widely 
distributed to the savage inhab- 
itants to carry on their persons, the 
number of conversions mounted 
beyond the brightest expectations. 
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We hear often of Our Lady of 
Africa, Our Lady of China, or Our 
Lady of Japan. How appropriate 
are these titles since the special 
mission of Our Blessed Mother is 
to lead souls to Jesus. It is plain, 
therefore, that the special task of 
the Blessed Virgin in non-Christian 
countries is to transform and con- 
vert these children of hers, saving 
them from the slavery of Satan. 
The great prophecy of the He- 
brew girl comes literally true, “All 
the nations shall call me blessed.” 


THE STAR OF THE ORIENT 

Both in Japan and Korea the 
first spark of the Catholic Faith 
was kindled by missionaries in the 
name of Mary. St. Francis Xavier, 
the first missionary in Japan, 
placed that country under the spe- 
cial protection of Our Blessed 
Mother and his missionary work 
soon blossomed with thousands of 
converts and, eventually, martyrs. 
Three centuries afterwards in 1844, 
another missionary implored the 
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help of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary for success during his first 
trip to Japan. Despite innumerable 
difficulties he was able to re-open 
Japan to other missionaries. It 
was then revealed that many Cath- 
olics for three centuries without 
priests had persevered in their 
Faith in spite of persecution. This 
perseverance was due above every- 
thing else to the devotion which 
the descendants of the Japanese 
martyrs had kept towards the 
Mother of God. 


Knowledge of Mary and the 
Faith was brought to Korea by a 
Chinese priest since foreign white 
missionaries were forbidden to set 
foot in the peninsula kingdom. 
Setting out in a poor, unseaworthy 
craft, Father Andrew Kin finally 
landed secretly in Korea. His jour- 
ney had been a harrowing one and 
during a frightening storm, he be- 
sought the aid of the Immaculate 
Virgin. He had consecrated himself 
to her and in thanks, after safely 
landing on Korean soil, dedicated 
that land to her as well. This ex- 
plains why Korean Catholics today 
celebrate the feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception as the greatest of 
their liturgical year. 


MARY: THE HOPE OF CHINA 
Who shall save the four millions 
of Chinese Catholics from the dia- 
bolical attack of Communism? 
Mary Immaculate. 
The heroism of the Chinese 
Catholics which has aroused such 
a deep admiration even in their 
Red persecutors is based on their 
love of our Blessed Mother. Dr. 
John C. H. Wu writes: “Nowhere | 
in China have we heard people 
speaking of miracles or of appari- 
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tions of the Blessed Virgin; yet 
devotion to Mary is the character- 
istic sign of true Christianity. We 
Chinese love our Blessed Mother 
not because she bestows miracles 
on us, but because she is our 
Mother.” 

The members of the Legion of 
Mary in China are writing glorious 
pages of heroic Christian fortitude. 


THE WORLD FOR MARY 

The Indian people, also, are sec- 
ond to none in their devotion to- 
wards our Blessed Mother. In 
India, the recitation of the Rosary 
among Christian families is daily 
routine. Sodalities for young and 
old, organized in honor of Our 
Blessed Mother, are innumerable. 
The Legion of Mary is also strong- 
ly organized, and in Pakistan 
alone there are already several 
scores of Praesidia. The Most Rev. 
Rossillon, Bishop of Vizagapatam, 
writes: “The heart of the Indians 
seems to be made especially to love 
this sweet Mother.” 

In Africa, also, devotion to Our 
Blessed Mother is outstanding. A 
stream of new dispatches from the 
Fides Service tell us constantly 
with what great fervor Mary is 
honored in Africa. In Ethiopia, 
Egypt, Rhodesia, Senegal, in Tan- 
ganyika, the Gold Coast, Belgian 
Congo, Uganda, Sudan, — every- 
where, the Mother of God is hon- 
ored especially under the title of 
the Immaculate Conception. 

All over the world, the Immacu- 
late Conception is honored and 
both missionaries and _ converts 
look to her with boundless confi- 
dence in the hope that their gigan- 
tic struggle to overcome the King- 
dom of Satan will be crowned with 
success and glory. 
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During the five years prior to 
his election as Pope, the present 
Holy Father, John XXIII, ruled 
from this famed Basilica as Car- 


dinal Patriarch of Venice. 


ST. MARK’S, VENICE 


a photofolio 
by Jim Fox 
Inside St. Mark's, with its five Greek 


Byzantine cupolas, rest the remains 
of the Evangelist, St. Mark. 


A view from the dark interior of the 
Basilica out into the vast, sunny 
Piazza San Marco. 


The Piazzetta San Marco — the 
“little” square of San Marco — is to 
the left of the Basilica and leads 
to the sea that is life to the Vene- 
tians. In our picture to the left is 
the Ducal Palace and to the right is 
the library with its treasure of —_ 
and manuscripts pertaining to the 
city's magnificent past. In the center 
are two columns: one holding the 
winged lion, symbolic of Venice and 
the other holding the statue of an- 
other city patron, St. Theodore. 
Across the waters lies the Church 


of St. George. 


Four bronze steeds grace the balcony 
of the Basilica. They date from the 
time of Alexander the Great and 
were part of the treasure brought 
from Byzantium before its capture 


by the Turks. 








THE FAR EAST REPORTS! 


Statistics collected by the office of the Mission Bul- 
letin, Hong Kong, show that there are now over 
32,500,000 Catholics in the Far East (i.e. between 
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific), and that there 
were over 2,100,000 baptisms in the year just ended 
—the largest number of baptisms ever recorded for 


a single year in this region. 


Nothing definite is known about the number of 
baptisms in North Korea, China, or Vietnam; but 
the ruthless hostility of the governments of those 


lands must have made conversion difficult, almost 


to the point of impossibility. 


is a very different one. 


South Korea 

South Korea continues to ex- 
perience a remarkable convert 
movement. 40,000 converts were 
baptized in South Korea last year 
and the 232 Korean priests and 
184 foreign missioners now care 
for 300,000 baptized faithful and 
have nearly 75,000 catechumens 
under instruction. 


Japan 

In Japan a total of 12,306 con- 
verts during the past year raised 
the Catholic population to 254,114 
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In free Asia the story 


compared to 120,000 ten years ago. 
The number of converts is small 
when compared to the population 
of 90 million, yet the Catholics 
exert an influence far out of all 
proportion to their numbers. This 
probably is due to an excellent 
rate of vocations. 

There are now 359 Japanese 
priests, 242 major seminarians, 234 
minor seminarians, 3,047 professed 
Sisters, and 1,942 novices and 
postulants. Foreign missioners in 
Japan number 1,208 priests and 
Sisters. 
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Formosa 

In Taiwan an estimated 34,000 
converts were baptized over the 
past twelve months. In roughly 
five years, the number of Catholics 
in Taiwan has increased from 20,- 
000 to 148,000. 

Conversions among the three 
million refugees from the main- 
they are now becoming more 
deeply involved in business and 
social activities. Conversions 
among the seven million Taiwan- 
born and aborigines increased. 


A Formosan aboriginie Princess. 
Many of ber fellow tribesmen have 
become staunch Catholics. 


Today, the average number of 
converts per priest in Taiwan is 
almost three times the highest 
average number ever recorded 
on the China mainland. 


Macao 

Macao reports 950 converts for 
the past year, which rafses its 
Catholic population to over 15,000. 


The Philippines 

The Philippines have 55 per cent 
of the Catholic population of the 
Far East. Catholics now number 
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The Cathedral of Manila — de- 
stroyed during World War Il and 
now restored. 


18,504,273—a gain of 
during the past year. 

The future of the Church in the 
Philippines looks bright, since the 
diocesan and missionary staff of 
3,000 priests now caring for Fili- 
pino Catholics will be augmented 
soon as some 3,114 seminarians 
complete their preparation for the 
priesthood. 


1,116,832 


Malay Peninsula 

In the Malay peninsula, 2,060,- 
996 out of a total population of 
77,600,000 are Catholics. Of these, 
approximately 1,580,000 live in 
Vietnam a country split into two 
by the Communist uprising in the 
North, where the exodus of Catho- 
lics to the South left only 400,000 
Catholics under Communist rule. 

South Vietnam has a Catholic 
population of 1,180,000 of whom 
590,000 are refugees. The 1,999 
Vietnamese priests and 200 foreign 
missioners, have done a marvellous 
job in resettling the Catholic ref- 
ugees in some 265 villages as well 
as building hospitals, schools and 
churches. The priests and religi- 
ous are directed by seven Bishops 
of whom four are Vietnamese. 
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Season’s Greetings from the — 


Birmingham-Bloomfield Branch Office of 


Member New York Stock Exchange 


JO 6-1520 


MI 6-9109 


VICTOR W. HUGHES, Manager 
PAUL J. PICKNER, Associate 


Creson Bldg., W. Maple at Cranbrook Rd. 
Birmingham, Michigan 


Indonesia 

Although the outlook for the 
Church in Indonesia is uncertain 
it continues to grow as is evidenc- 
ed by the many conversions and 
vocations recorded in the past 
year. There are three Indonesian 
Bishops and 148 Indonesian priests 
out of a total of 919 clergymen, 
who care for one and one-half mil- 
lion Catholics. There are six major 
seminaries and scholasticates pre- 
paring young Indonesians for the 
priesthood. 


Ceylon 

Ceylon had 1,745 converts dur- 
ing the past year which brings the 
total number of Catholics to 689,- 
807. The 486 priests, of whom 
240 are Ceylonese, staff six dio- 
ceses. 600 seminarians are now 
preparing for the priesthood. 


Pakistan 

Pakistan, reported nearly 8,000 
baptisms over the past year. There 
are now 288,663 Catholics in East 
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and West Pakistan out of a total 
population of 78,000,000. There 
are 338 priests of whom 64 are 
native Pakistanis to care for these 
Catholics. The Church here re- 
cently marked another milestone 
in its history with the consecration 
of the first Pakistani Bishop, Most 
Rev. Joseph Cordeiro, the new 
Archbishop of Karachi. 


India 

India today has a Catholic pop- 
ulation of 5,168,477 out of a total 
population of 358,000,000 people. 
The 3,500 Indian priests out of a 
total of 5,835 priests in India, have 
the assistance of perhaps one of 
the finest Catholic educational 
systems in the world. 

In India the Catholic Church 
conducts 55 colleges; 31 for wom- 
en with 6,294 Catholic students 
and 24 for men with 1,728 Catho- 
lics. These colleges are perhaps the 
most important factor in the 100 
per cent increase of Catholics in 
India in the last four decades. 
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Last year, we couldn’t make 


YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY 


No, we were on the outside watching other kids inside 
have fun. There wasn’t enough room, food, candies, 
milk or clothing to go around. 


PLEASE, can we come this year? If you send your 
help to the Missionaries in time, we can consider our- 
selves invited to your 1958 Christmas Party. 


Will you send it today before the Christmas rush? 


THANKS a million special Christmas prayers! 


PIME MISSIONARIES OF 
SS. PETER AND PAUL 


121 East Boston Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 
Dear Fathers: 


Enclosed please find $ to help your Orphans 
and Refugee Children’s Christmas Fund. | hope that you will 
be able to help even more children this year with your PIME 
Christmas parties around the world. 

NAME_____ oli 
ADDRESS ies limites ‘ 
Dia incksimentetihinitaichinsant 


STATE. 





Under P.I.M.E. Bishop Lawrence Bianchi, 


the diocese continues to grow. 


100 YEARS O’CLOCK 


It is now exactly twenty-eight years since, 
leaning over the rails of a great ocean liner, 
I received my first impressions of life in 
Hong Kong. Far Eastern culture was not 
completely unknown to me for I had read 
many books treating of the Orient, but now 
for the first time, I stood face to face with 
the East. 


An endless procession of coolies; enor- 
mous crowds of children—poor and shabby 
looking, yet always full of fun and hearty 
laughter; stately Chinese patriarchs with 
bird cages in their hands; thin and worn 
young mothers with children strapped to 
their backs; rick-shaws; a confusion of 
noises; swarms of pigeons around the tem- 
ples . . . these were my first impressions of 
the people among whom I was to work as a 
Missionary. 


Today, Hong Kong is the same to the cas- 
ual visitor arriving by boat or plane. How- 
ever, to get beyond these first superficial 
impressions, one has to mix and live with 
the Chinese people and visit their numerous 
Churches and Catholic institutions to become 
better acquainted with the Catholic social 
activities of the Colony. Only then, can 
one gain a correct idea of the depth of Cath- 
olic life and of the inroad that Christianity 
has made among the three million people of 
the Colony. 
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IN HONG KONG 


by Very Rev. 
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PIME Bishop Bianchi of Hong 
Kong. 


NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 


Nicholas Maestrini, P.1.M.E. 


“When the first missionaries of 
the Milan Institute of Foreign 
Missions (P.I.M.E.) arrived in 
Hong Kong a hundred years ago, 
the Colony was, from the mission 
point of view, just a busy seaport 
on the Southern tip of China— 
developing rapidly after the seven- 
teen years of British rule—while 
beyond it was the vast mission 
land of China. To the eager mis- 
sionary, Hong Kong was a place 
where he would work to the best 
of his power if obedience assigned 
him to it; but China was the land 
of hope. 

Today, everything is changed. 
China has put back the clock and 
in adopting a new creed of mili- 
tant materialism, denies liberty to 
the individual and has closed its 
gates against Christian truth. 
Hong Kong, on the other hand, 
has become a great outpost of 
human freedom in the East, and 
while prospering materially, it has 
never denied God His true place 
in human society ... 

It has become pre-eminently the 
place of the well-instructed Cath- 
olic, where everyone who pos- 
sesses the Faith has a great mis- 
sion to spread it to others; and 
where the apostolate of the laity is 
of prime importance.” 

With these words, Father 
Thomas F. Ryan, S.J., sums up 
the radical change which has 
taken place in Hong Kong during 
the last 100 years. 
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In the Spring of 1858 two 
young missionaries of the recent- 
ly established Foreign Mission In- 
stitute of Milan (P.I.M.E.) arriv- 
ed on a French boat to take over 
the spiritual care of the new Hong 
Kong mission assigned to them. 
Father Paul Reina and Father 
Timoleon Raimondi were not new 
to mission work. They were re- 


Hong Kong's Cathedral. 


turning from the island of Oceania 
where they had spent six fruitless 
years of apostolic labors. Father 
Reina was not destined by Divine 
Providence to work long in Hong 
Kong, but Father Raimondi lived 
to work there more than forty 
years and became not only the 
first Bishop but the real founder 
of the Hong Kong Diocese. 

The Crown British Colony, then, 


was only 17 years old and nothing 
more than an over-grown Chinese 
village of 12,000 souls with British 
military barracks for 3,000 sol- 
diers. Malaria, cholera, dysentary 
and a host of other infectious dis- 
eases preyed upon the population 
—and the largest buildings were 
the hospitals. 

The main preoccupation of those 
early missioners was to. build 
schools, churches, hospitals and, 
above all, a Seminary for the 
training of the local Chinese clergy. 
While the Colony was rapidly 
expanding in trade and population, 
the Church under the leadership 
of the P.I.M.E. Missionaries kept 
pace with the times and every 
year, new missionary priests and 
sisters came from Italy, France, 
Ireland, England, Spain to assist 
in the growing religious needs of 
the Colony. 

In the years that followed, The 
DeLaSalle Brothers, the Irish 
Jesuits, the Salesians of Don Bos- 
co, the Franciscan and Dominican 
Fathers, the Fathers of the Paris 
Foreign Mission Institute, and over 
twenty-four congregations of Sis- 
ters were invited by the different 


View of the City. 








P.I.M.E. Bishops of Hong Kong 
to work in the schools, orphanages, 
colleges, universities and hospitals 
of the Colony. 


Population and Religion 

Today’s population of Hong 
Kong is officially computed to be 
close to three million: one per 
cent European and 99% Chinese. 
It has fluctuated a great deal dur- 
ing these last one hundred years. 
In 1931 it was reputed to be about 
800 thousand; but ten years later 
in 1941, at the outbreak of the 
Far Eastern war, there were in 
Hong Kong close to two million 
people. Four years of occupation 
by the Japanese reduced the popu- 
lation to 600 thousand; but a 
quick recovery after the war 
brought it back to two million in 
1949 and now since 1950, around 
three million. 

The few Chinese converts of the 
first P.I.M.E. Missionaries in 1858 
had grown to over 40,000 by the 
end of 1946 and it is reckoned 
today to be 120 thousand—an in- 
crease of 80 thousand in only 
twelve years. Though this repre- 
sents only 3% of the actual popu- 
lation of Hong Kong, still it rep- 
resents a phenomenal spiritual 
growth seldom seen in the history 
of the Church. 


Schools 

Catholic schools in Hong Kong 
are largely responsible for the high 
number of converts. Under the 
British school system, the govern- 
ment advances half of the money 
required for the building of a 
school and generously lends the 
other half at a moderate rate of 
interest. All private schools are 
equally recognized by the gov- 
ernment and equally supported. 
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Another youngster in a PIME or- 
phanage. BELOW: An old People's 


home, and a school. 
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Young refugees studying machinery 
in a trade school. BELOW: Two 
students of the PIME Holy Ghost 
Seminary, and a typical refugee 
Chinese mother. 








The Church from the earliest 
times has taken advantage of this 
fortunate arrangement. 

While here in the States we 
think of a Catholic school as being 
exclusively for Catholic children, 
in Hong Kong, however, the Cath- 
olic schools are mainly for non- 
Catholic children with only a 
sprinkling of Catholics. 

Many of these children become 
Catholics before they finish school, 
but a greater number of them be- 
come Catholics later when they 
have matured and are independent 
of their parents. 

The Catholic school system in 
the Colony has the highest reputa- 
tion and it is only the great short- 
aze of teachers that prevents fur- 
ther expansion. When the new 
Raimondi College, built in memory 
of the first P.I.M.E. Bishop of 
Hong Kong, was recently opened, 
it had accommodations for only 
3,000 students, but more than 9,000 
had applied for admission. 


Local Seminaries 

Since the very beginning of the 
Church in Hong Kong, there was 
a Seminary for training Chinese 
priests. The two first P.I.M.E. 
Missionaries in Hong Kong found 
a small one already in existence. 
It consisted of a few Chinese boys 
living in the second-floor of the 
mission house. Both priests gave 
this work priority on their list of 
responsibilities and soon the Sem- 
inary was housed in a separate 
building. 

Today, both the minor and 
major Seminaries are housed in 
two splendid buildings. Literally 
hundreds of Chinese priests have 
gone forth from Hong Kong to 
the interior of China to work for 
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The crowded, busy streets of Hong 
Kong. BELOW: A gathering of the 
Legion of Mary, and a group of 
Chinese mothers waiting for help 
at a PIME Refugee Center. 
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Christ. The Chinese clergy in the 
Diocese of Hong Kong ranks with 
the best-trained and most zealous 
of the world. The Vicar-General 
of the Diocese is Monsignor Felix 
Shek who comes from a Chinese 
family which has been Catholic 
for generations. 


The Lay Apostolate 

The growth of the Legion of 
Mary has been particularly im- 
pressive and the fervor and activ- 
ity of its members conspicuous. 
The violent campaign directed 
against the Legion by the Com- 
munists in China and their blind 
hate of its very name helped a 
great deal to raise the Legion in 
the esteem of Hong Kong Catho- 
lics and ever since that time its 
growth has been phenomenal. 
There are now no less than 136 
Presidia in the city of Hong Kong 
alone. They are divided into iun- 
ior and senior Chinese-speaking 
and English-speaking sections. 

Other Catholic Action groups 
for students, teachers, doctors, 
nurses have made their influence 
for good felt in every parish of 
the diocese. Recently, the Young 
Christian Worker movement has 
started a program of action to 
Christianize the working youth of 
the Colony. 


Refugee Work 

Since 1948 when the first ref- 
ugees came streaming into the 
Colony fleeing Communist tyran- 
ny, the Catholic Church in Hong 
Kong has led the work to relieve 
the sufferings of these unfortunate 
people. Under the leadership of 
P.I.M.E. Bishop Lawrence Bianchi, 
refugee centers have been erected 
all over the colony. Staffed by fel- 
low PIME Missionaries and reli- 
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CATHOLIC HONG KONG TODAY 


Total Population approx. 3,000,000 
Catholic Population 
approximately 120,000 


Churches & Chapels .... 92 
Religious Congregations 

& Societies of Men ..... 15 
Religious Congregations 

& Societies of Women... 18 
SUE: i es. 5 
Primary & Middle Schools, 

Trade Schools & Colleges 82 


gious of other Congregations and 
Societies, they have distributed 
tons of clothing, milk powder and 
food to help refugee families, wid- 
ows and orphans survive in their 
hour of need. 

Regarding this work more than 
special mention must be made of 
the tremendous generosity of Cath- 
olics of the United States. Their 
financial contributions through the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence and the Catholic War Relief 
services have helped with the re- 
building and repair of Churches 
damaged during World War II 
and supported most of the refugee 
work besides. Refugees have been 
fed and clothed; they receive shel- 
ter through new housing projects; 
their sick are cared for in new 
clinics; their children are educated 
in new schools; those who can, 
work in the new industries and 
factories and earn a modest living. 

Summing it all up, Father 
Thomas F. Ryan, S.J., again 
writes, “A hundred years ago, 
prospects in Hong Kong were dim 
and many a time in the course of 
the century the danger and dif- 
ficulties seemed to block out hope, 
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Confraternities, lay reli- 


gious clubs & Associations 55 
Catholic Press News- 

papers & Periodicals. . . 7 
Hospitals, Clinics, & 

Dispensaries .......... 29 
Orphanages & Nurseries. 7 
Homes for Aged and Blind 

& other Charitable 

Institutions ........... a 


yet a great deal has been achieved 
and the Catholic Church in Hong 
Kong is strong and fervent, inter- 
national and interracial in a way 
beyond the dreams of any other 
organization or body, with no dis- 
tinction of rich or poor, employer 
or worker, in the happiest rela- 
tions with government authorities 
and with members of other faiths, 
and absolutely united in its loyalty 
to Christ and to His Supreme 
Head on earth. It was not merely 
by the progress of years that the 
Church advanced from a few hun- 
dred Catholics in a thatch roofed 
chapel to the great gathering that 
now overflows the public gardens 
on the occasion of the annual 
feast of Christ the King. That 
growth was the result of steady, 
well-organized, devoted work car- 
ried on by those who labored for 
God in Hong Kong from one gen- 
eration to another. It would be 
a time to praise the deeds of great 
men were it not for the fact that 
it was the union of many that 
counted more than any individual, 
and the cause is infinitely greater 
than those who worked for it. To 
God alone be the praise and the 
glory.” 
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3 BURSES 


honoring the Holy Family 


You are invited to contribute to 
these newly established burses nam- 
ed after the members of the Holy 
Family and thereby help qualified 
PIME Seminarians now studying at 
our SS. Peter and Paul Seminary in 
Newark, Obio. 


Your financial contribution will 
help underwrite the cost of their 
education and preparation to the 
missionary priesthood and will win 
remembrance of your intentions in 
daily pre and Masses said 
throug their entire missionary 
careers. 


Help them as you would your own 
Priest-son. Your help pays particu- 
lar honor to the beloved members 
of the Holy Family. 





PIME MISSIONARIES OF 
SS. PETER AND PAUL 
121 East Boston Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


DEAR FATHERS: 


| wish to adopt a priest-son-to-be and am enclosing $ 
to be included in (Please check Burse) 


1.) ’ ___INFANT OF PRAGUE Burse. 
2.) ________ IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY Burse. 
a . ST. JOSEPH Burse. 






MY NAME____ 
ADDRESS__ nitesnsicciapitininastiaiadipliiipiapiaan illite 
Ri iibiittciiialhaanicad __TONE __STATE 






Seasons’ Greetings 


T his Holiday Season and through- 
out the new year, enjoy the gracious 
service of the Sheraton - Cadillac. 
Excellent food and fine accommoda- 
tions are our specialty. For mealtime 
meetings and private parties, let the 
experienced staff of the Sheraton- 


Cadillac make all the arrangements. 


Su ERATON-( ADILLAC 
Hore 


—— 


MARK SCHMIDT, General Manager 








Mr. Ed Brand — 
Protestant, paralytic & 
pilgrim — continues his 
observations of the great 
Lourdes Shrine and the 


people who work there. 


ARE 
THERE 
REALLY 
MIRACLES 
AT 
LOURDES? 
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LOURDES 
Part IV 
by Ed Brand 


Although masses are many and 
devotional services frequent, staff 
members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
shrine are by no means a long- 
faced, pietistic set. They are quick 
to laugh. They can be moved to 
tears. They wage within them- 
selves—and between each other— 
the same battles against anger, 
jealousy and fear that we do. They 
are saints indeed in heavy shoes, 
but not yet have they grown wings. 

After we had come to know 
her, and she had accepted us as 
her friends, Sister Mary Patrick 
told us that she too was to have 
met us at the train on the day 
of our arrival. But through an 
oversight the welcoming priests 
forgot to stop at the Asile for her. 
She was angry and momentarily 
embittered at the slight. When we 
arrived, the cold stone floors of 
the Asile had been scrubbed and 
the huge windows were glistening. 
Sister Mary Patrick had worked 
off her anger and frustration in 
toil—and had offered it up as a 
sacrifice. Another time, when she 
was to have taken us on a little 
trip into town, Father Cassagnard 
—not knowing of her: plans—had 
arranged a motor trip for us in- 
stead. We urged her to come with 
us, but she said with a smile, “No, 
my dears, it really wouldn’t be 
right. You go along and I'll wash 
my windows.” Then, brightening 
a little, she added proudly, “Ill 
have your supper ready for you 
when you get back.” 
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She and Sister Anne Marie, who 
gave us medical supplies, delight- 
ed in teasing Brother Louis and 
in poking gentle fun at others on 
the staff. They teased each other. 
They quarrelled. But never did we 
see bitterness in anger, and never 
did we see one stay angry at an- 
other. 


They told us that they accepted 
us as one of them, and I’m sure 
they did. We were not like the 
brash American pilgrims who had 
been there—Americans who posted 
signs on the bedroom doors, “Shut 
the door. This means YOU!’’—and 
who swaggered into the Rosary 
Square demanding, “When do the 
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An old print oe the crowd 
gathering while Bernadette prays to 
Mary. 


miracles start?” or who parade to 
the miraculous baths complete 
with soap and towel for the ablu- 
tions. 

These baths, incidentally, are 
like depressed rectangular pools in 
what appear to be typical bath 
houses, such as may be seen on 
any American bathing beach. 
Steps lead down into the sunken 
tub, and those who can walk step 
down until they are waist deep in 
the icy water. Then the brancard- 
iers urge them to stoop down so 
that they are almost completely 
submerged, go to the far end of 
the bath and kiss the little statue 
of the Virgin Mary and then re- 
turn to the steps. During this pro- 
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The baths at Lourdes today. 


cedure, the brancardiers repeat the 
Rosary and in many instances a 
priest joins them. 

Toward the end of our stay, we 
attended Mass at the grotto one 
very chilly morning, and directly 
afterwards, Sister Mary Patrick 
and Brother Louis suggested I go 
to the baths so that the rest of 
day would be uninterrupted. I us- 
ually went down in the afternoon 
when the sunshine made the air 
delightfully warm. I protested, but 
they won the argument and we 
started off. On the way: down the 
hill, Sister Mary Patrick urged 
Mrs. Brand to go too, and pray 
for my intentions. She had been 
in twice and had decided it was 
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a pretty icy sacrifice that didn’t 
seem to be doing much good, so 
hadn‘t intended to go in any more. 
Sister Mary Patrick continued to 
urge her, clinching the argument 
with “If you’ll go in, I’ll go into 
the baths with you.” 

Not wanting to be put in the 
position of refusing to take a 
cold plunge if this little nun was 
willing to go through the ordeal 
of disrobing, taking the plunge 
and getting back into the full and 
cumbersome habit, Mrs. Brand 
laughed and said, “OK, Sister 
Mary Patrick—but I hope we can’t 
get in.” 

When we reach the baths, they 
found a brancardier who unlocked 
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the men’s side, so there was nothing 
to interfere with my bath. But the 
row of bathhouses for the women’s 
use was locked—and there was 
no one to unlock them. My wife 
laughed and told Sister Mary Pat- 
rick, “You see, Sister, this is one 
time the Lord listened to me and 
not too you!” And they both 
shared it as quite a joke on the 
good Sister. 

One day, Father Cassagnard 
and Sister Mary Patrick were tak- 
ing us around the Shrine grounds, 
and suddenly I found them direct- 
ing the wheelchair toward the con- 
fessional chapel near the Rosary 
Basilica. We entered the cool 
dimness of the big silent chapel. 


“I am going to show you where 
the real miracles take place,” Sis- 
ter Patrick said. 


I looked around, almost expect- 





ing to see some secret door or 
special fountain or some such un- 
discovered spot. But around me 
on all sides was nothing but rows 
of confessional booths. 

“There,” Sister Mary Patrick 
said, her vivacious face now seri- 
ous, “there your real miracles hap- 
pen. If we can see a man go in 
a confessional to bare his soul to 
God, we know that no matter 
what state his body is in, our 
Blessed Mother has performed a 
miracle.” 

We stood there in the quiet and 
felt the peace and the truth of her 
statement take hold of our very 
beings. And then I knew the an- 
swer to Brother Louis’ quizzical 
smile when we had teased him 
about not seeking a cure for 
arthritis at the baths. 

This wise little man had resisted 
the opportunity to preach to us or 


HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS XII 
(Continued from page 4) 


and our flourishing missions in Ethiopia were 
closed because of the same conflict. But to 
offset these catastrophes,. newly assigned 
P.1.M.E. mission areas in Japan and Brazil now 
reap a great spiritual harvest and the P.I.M.E. 
diocesan Hong Kong mission grows with un- 
believable speed. 

With Pope Pius XII, our Society has rejoiced 
in the triumphs of the mission work of the 
Church and grieved at its apparent failures. 
There are many reasons, therefore, why his 
memory is deeply engraved on the hearts of the 
P.I.M.E. Missionaries of SS. Peter and Paul to- 
gether with the Catholics and converts entrusted 
to their care. His memory has become a part 
of us: it cannot be erased. 
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try to ‘sell’ us on his religion. He 
had told us many times when we 
had discussed the history of 
Lourdes that the Virgin Mary had 
told little Bernadette only that 
she wanted people to “come in pro- 
cession” and “to repent and to 
pray”. Never had she promised 
any physical cures. Neither had 
Bernadette, who herself was a life- 
long invalid. 


The Virgin Mary had sought 
only for the saving of men’s souls. 
It was to this end that she had 
asked for the building of a chapel. 
There is no explanation for the 
physical healings that have hap- 
pened there, and we certainly are 
in no position to attempt an ex- 
planation. We saw photographs, 
studied records and delved into 
files kept by the uncompromising 
Medical Bureau at Lourdes to 
prove them. This Bureau, inciden- 
tally, which is maintained neither 
by the Church or the Government, 
sets up a rigid code of standards 
by which supposed healings are 
judged. Composed of medical au- 
thorities in all fields, and many 
faiths, this Bureau demands com- 
plete, tangible proof both of the 
malady and the recovery before it 
will record it as a cure. Even after 
these precautions against fraud are 
taken, the Church goes still further 
and demands continued examina- 
tions and annual checkups made 
under the supervision of the priest 
in the patient’s home parish for 
five years before a healing is pro- 
claimed a miracle. We know they 
have occurred, and still are occur- 
ring. But, in the eternal plan 
known only to God, we feel sure 
they are merely unimportant side- 
effects. 
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We remember again the half- 
smile in the eyes of the dynamic 
little man who often limped pain- 
fuly, with the aid of a cane, as he 
made his daily visits to our some- 
what chilly room. And we know 
that he went to the grotto merely 
to do as the Blessed Mother had 
asked, “‘to repent and to pray.” He 
sought her blessing daily. He asked 
nothing in return. Just so he 
sought to teach us, by example 
rather than rote, the real purpose 
of the famous shrine. 


When we arrived home, a scant 
four days after we had left our 
holy trio on the railroad platform 
at Lourdes, we were surprised and 
delighted to find a letter awaiting 
us from Father Cassagnard. He 
had returned to his room immedi- 
ately after our train left, and writ- 
ten the letter so that “I can be in 
Detroit to welcome you” when we 
arrived. 


From that day until early Feb- 
ruary when death stopped the 
stroke of their pens, we corre- 
sponded regularly with Brother 
Louis and Father Cassagnard, and 
we still write to our little Irish 
Sister whose days are filled caring 
for the sick. 


Both Mrs. Brand and I want to 
go back some day, to share many 
happy hours with the Sisters there, 
and to say a prayer—and I have 
no doubt to shed more than a few 
tears—beside the quiet graves of 
two of the dearest friends and 
wisest men we have ever known. 


Are there really miracles at 
Lourdes? Let others argue if they 
will. To us, Lourdes is itse/f the 
miracle, where saints in heavy 
shoes don’t talk their religion— 
they live it. 
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Christ taught us to give 
and relieve all kinds of 


“It was a dark drizzly morning. 
My right shoulder was numb from 
carrying the heavy camera case. 
It had hung there for over three 
hours as I sloshed up and down 
the narrow alleys in Hong Kong 
taking pictures. I was tired and 
cold and sad; I knew that the fol- 
lowing week I had to leave and 
there would be one voice less to 
speak for these dispossessed peo- 
ple. 


I sat on the edge of the gutter 
and began taking a few shots of 
those grey huddled figures squat- 
ted shoulder to shoulder against 
the dirty brick wall. I began 
focussing on a woman with a wail- 
ing infant on her arm, and two 
tiny creatures curled between her 
legs to keep warm. It was the 
anguish on the mother’s face that 
held me: Deep lines of suffering 
etched around her mouth, her end- 
less patience with the children, her 
own cramped position to shelter 
them. I took a few shots of the 
little group. 


Shortly after she caught my 
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HUNGER 


attention again. She was edg- 
ing her way to her feet, slowly, 
painfully. Then I saw her rally 
all her resources, step out of 
her place in the line and walk to 
the Catholic War Relief worker 
who was giving out the cold cook- 
ed rice. The woman pointed to 
her flattened breasts and said it 
is not food I want for myself, it 
is milk for my baby. But there 
was no milk. In desperation she 
took the handful of rice. She had 
no container to receive it, just her 
cupped hand. She stumbled back 
to her place opposite us. 

Then I saw her look at the wiz- 
ened scrap of humanity in the 
crook of her arm, and back at the 
rice and wonder how she would 
feed her child with that food. Then 
I saw her take the rice, and place 
it in her own mouth, and chew it 
to make it soft and warm, and 
then take it from her own mouth 
and place it in her baby’s mouth. 
That is hunger—that is destitu- 
tion. That is a picture of the prob- 
lem of hunger, faced by our count- 
erparts in the world today.” 
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& SUFFERING 


This page from Elizabeth Reid’s 
“Reporter’s Notebook” points up 
the plight of the billion and a 
half human beings in today’s 
world who go to bed hungry at 
night. Most of them are in mis- 
sion lands, and most of them suf- 
fer not only from physical hunger, 
but intellectual and spiritual hun- 
ger as well, the cravings of the 
human spirit. 

To alleviate human sufferings 
Catholic missionaries working 
throughout the world have put 
up, during the last four centuries, 
a gigantic structure of charitable 
and educational institutions, as 
well as chapels and churches, such 
as no other organization in the 
world can ever boast. Of the only 
1,200 doctors in the immense terri- 
tories of Africa, French colonies 
(excluding North Africa) one- 
fourth are either missionaries or 
mission-paid professionals. Nearly 
half of the 600 doctors in the Bel- 
gian Congo are missionaries. In 
Hong Kong, Catholic War Relief 
services have provided in the last 
five years 970 houses for refugees 
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by Jody Schaden 


from Red China. Charity is ex- 
tended to all, regardless of religi- 
ous faith, The accompanying 


chart points to the fabulous num- 
ber of schools and colleges estab- 
lished in mission lands. 


















The former Prime Minister of 
Burma, U NU, in an address de- 
livered to those assembled in Ran- 
goon for the 1956 Eucharistic Con- 
gress acknowledge the useful serv- 
ice rendered by the Catholic 


Church in his country, and offered 
congratulations and thanks to the 
Catholic missionaries for 


their 
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splendid work, especially in wel- 
fare and education. The 1950 
UNESCO report on _ education, 
made at the request of the Bur- 
mese government, stated: “Gen- 
erally speaking, private mission- 
ary schools are better off than gov- 
ernment schools in the equipment 
of their buildings and didactic 
material as well as for the com- 
petence of teaching staffs.” It 
is a well-known fact’ that 
in India and other Afro-Asian 
countries, the majority of high 
government officials, even those 
not so well disposed towards Cath- 
olic religion, are keen on sending 
their children to Catholic schools. 

In speaking on the hungers of 
mankind, Dr. Paul K. T. Sih, out- 
standing Catholic convert from the 
Orient, recently stated: “Asia ex- 
periences above all an intellectual 
hunger for a fuller human life. . . 
The United States and Soviet 
Russia are now the determining in- 
fluences in Asia. However, these 
two great nations offer different 
food. Soviet Russia offers food 
which seems attractive, but it con- 
tains deadly poison. The United 
States offers food which is sub- 
stantially good, but has not yet 
been adequately presented.” To 


meet this challenge, Dr. Sih urged 
“.. stepped up support of the mis- 
sionary cause. The peoples of 
Asia hunger for intellectual food 
which only the missionaries can 
give them.” 

The tragic, yet glorious story of 
the 860,206 people who, after the 
1955 Geneva Convention, fled from 
the Communist North to South 
Vietnam, is graphically told in Dr. 
Tom Dooley’s book, “Deliver Us 
From Evil’. Most of these per- 
sons chose to become destitute 
refugees, even martyrs, to preserve 
the Catholic faith which the mis- 
sionaries had given them. 

A study of world problems in 
these areas today, and a realiza- 
tion of the high stakes involved 
as they pertain to human rights 
and freedoms, to peace and inter- 
national security, and above all 
to the kingdom of God, make clear 
that much rests on stepped-up 
mission support. The mission- 
aries have already written a mag- 
nificant chapter. But the prob- 
lems are colossal; the needs, tre- 
mendous. The outcome rests in 


a large measure on the Catholics of 
the United States to provide the 
mission vocations and the funds 
needed to meet the challenge. 
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ALTAR BOY? 


The preparations were complete. 
All was ready for the procession 
of the Blessed Sacrament. The 
altar boys lined up in the Sacristy 
and looked like Cardinals in their 
red robes about to participate in 
a grand conclave. They were my 
pride and joy—scrubbed and 
clean—many just from the neigh- 
boring forest of the Amazon valley. 
Some of them, I hoped, would one 
day become priests. 

As they filed out to join the 
procession, I discovered that there 
were twenty-one instead of the 
twenty as counted yesterday. I 
wondered. I followed for a last 
check-up. The first was John, the 
second Peter and after Paul, Ed- 
ward . . . After Edward there was 
one I did not recognize. He was 
the same height as the others but 
his hair was too long. 

Getting a haircut was one of 
the conditions for being allowed in 
the procession. I walked fast, sep- 
erated the “extra” from the ranks 
and to my horror found that one 
of my pet “cardinals” was a girl. 

“How did you get here?” J 
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by Gaetano Amico, P.I.M.E. 


asked. 

“Well, Father,” she explained, 
“you mentioned that the proces- 
sion would include many future 
priests, but you didn’t say that 
future nuns couldn’t be in the 
procession.” 

“Besides,” she continued, “my 
mother said that I could only 
come to the celebration if I stayed 
near my brother, Edward. So I 
put on the red cassock just like 
the boys and walked behind him.” 

It was as simple as all that. 

A woman’s logic has always 
flustered me and now I was really 
flustered. But not for long. I 
quickly explained that it was not 
right for her to be in the proces- 
sion of altar boys though Edward, 
her brother, complained later that 
he was seeing to it that she was 
behaving herself. 

During the solemn Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament, I prayed 
that Edward and his sister would 
both find their way to the service 
of God. In time they would un- 
derstand the rules and regulations 
of the liturgy. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM OUR SPONSORS 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to men of good will. — Luke II:14 


APOLLO CO., INC. 
3341 East Jefferson 


AUTOMOTIVE MATERIALS CORP. 
2300 Fisher Bldg. 


MR. FORD BALLENTYNE, SR. 


BELTER TIRE CO. 
1931 East Jefferson 


B & R DRUG COMPANY 
3101 Woodward 


MR. GEORGE BRIGHT, JR. 


CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
6565 West Outer Drive 


CLAWSON TOOL COMPANY 
900 West Seven Mile Road 


CONSOLIDATED ATHLETIC 
SUPPLY CO. 
2281 West Fort Street 


CORNILLIE FUEL & SUPPLY 
20565 Hoover 


DINVERNO & SONS TRUCKING 
4741 East McNichols 


FOX AND HOUNDS INN 
1560 North Woodward 


GUSTAVE FUCH CO. 
1326 Brush 


HOWARD T. KEATING 


J. C. ROBINSON PLATING 
654 Mt. Elliot 


JETRO PRODUCTS CO. 
19042 West Warren 
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JOHN A. BROOKS, INC. 
20122 Livernois 


JOHN J. FANNON PROD. CO. 
3000 East Woodbridge 


KUT-RITE MANUFACTURING CO. 
2055 East 9 Mile Road 


MARKUS PATTERN WORKS 
525 East Willis 


N. P. ROSSEN AGENCY, INC. 
1657 National Bank Building 


NICK'S SUPER SERVICE 
2206 Perry, corner 14th 


PERFECTION PATTERN CO. 
17141 Ryan Road 


RAY'S QUALITY MARKET 
8339 Hamilton 


ROSEDALE PARK BARBER SHOP 
19218 West McNichols 


ST. CLEMENTS CHURCH HALL 
2950 25th Street 


STELLAR TOOL & GAGE CO. 
8340 Lyndon 


THOMPSON-CAIN MEAT COMPANY 
1515 Winder 


UNITED METAL PRODUCTS CORP. 
8101 Lyndon 


WALTER CARROLL COMPANY 
110 Waterman 


MRS. PATSY ZOMBO 
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A & E TOOL SERVICE 
8118 Tireman 


B & F AUTO SUPPLY 
1100 Starkweather, Plymouth 


F. BRUESSER & CO. 
441 Macomb 


CASS LITHOGRAPH CO. 
3938 Second Avenue 


CHART CRAFT STUDIOS 
4842 Woodward 


CLAUDE POSTIFF 

20731 Coolidge, Oak Park 
DARBY'S 

10020 West 7 Mile Road 


DETROIT ITALIAN BAKERY 
10932 Shoemaker 


DIE INDUSTRIES 
595 East 10 Mile Rd., Hazel Park 


EXCELWELL MANUFACTURING CO. 


9070 Roselawn 


FOURSLIDES, INC. 
22734 Sherwood, Warren 


GENERAL AIRCRAFT & 
SUPPLY CORP. 
Detroit City Airport 


GREAT SCOTT SUPER MARKET 
12421 Conant 


GRINNELL SCREW PRODUCTS 
20135 East 9 Mile Road 
St. Clair Shores 


GROSSE POINTER LAUNDERETTE 
21138 Mack 


MRS. CHARLES HAMAN 
WILBERT M. HORTON 


J & D STANDARD SERVICE 
11841 Morang 





JAMES P. BARNES & CO. 
850 National Bank Building 


J. SIMON & SONS 
17190 Wyoming 


KOLTAN BAR ENGINEERING CO. 
619 East 9 Mile Road, Hazel Park 


S$. LATERRE'S SAUSAGE CO. 
9149 Peter Hunt 


LAWN EQUIPMENT CORP. 
518-20 West 11 Mile Road 


LESLIE COLLISION 
14800 East Warren 


DR. AND MRS. 
JOSEPH M. McGOUGH 


MALCOLM MacDOWELL & 
ASSOCIATES 
451 West Fort 


MARKUS PATTERN WORKS 
525 East Willis 


MOTO-CRANE SERVICE, INC. 
21250 West 8 Mile Road 


O & W TOOL ENGINEERING, INC. 
15700 Dale 


SEAMAN MANUFACTURING CO. 
29 West Rundell, Pontiac 


SHIRLEY DEAN FLOWERS 
29230 Michigan, Inkster 


JOE SOLMER, INC. 
11515 Livernois 


STARLITE BAKERY 
5219 East 7 Mile Road 


TIP-TOP CHIMNEY CO. 
10923 Kercheval 


U S LOAN OFFICE 
701 Gratiot 


SEASON GREETINGS FROM OUR PATRONS 
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BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES | 


AMICO DUDE BAR 
14144 Fenkell 


ROMA CAFE 
3401 Riopelle 


LUCKY U BAR 
3546 Porter 


KAR-NUTS 
1525 Wanda, Ferndale 


THE PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER 
882 Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth 


WOLVERINE ENTERTAINERS 
1782 Pontiac Drive, Pontiac 


PIERCE PHARMACY 
12537 Hamilton 


FRED CURCIO GULF DIST. 
31233 Grand River, Farmington 


SPARKLE CLEANERS & DYERS 
18729 Schoolcraft 


CHATFIELD BAR 
7023 Chatfield 


THE DELTA DRIVE IN 
27015 Van Dyke 


JIM SCHOENHERR'S MARKET 
16201 W. 7 Mile 


COOLIDGE BEER STORE 
2971 Coolidge 


BRUSH AND ALFRED MARKET 
2669 Brush 


LEN'S CITIES SERVICE 
14971 Gratiot 


BRENNAN SUPER SUNOCO SERVICE 
3858 W. Fort 


INDUSTRIAL HEATING 
EQUIPMENT CO. 
3570 Fremont 


46 


LANDSTROM'S SERVICE 
8939 W. 7 Mile 


ED & EDNA’S SERVICE 

2552 Monroe, Dearborn 
COLEMAN'S BAR 

2037 Jos. Campau 

HARPER MUSIC SHOP 

7724 Harper 

GALLAGHER GLASS COMPANY 
2021 Gratiot 

STYLERITE BEAUTY SHOP 
16904 E. Warren 


ALCANO'S MARKET 
4423 Schaefer 


VIDEO T.V. SERVICE 
7227 W. Vernor 


MIDWAY MARKET 
1905 E. McNichols 


ALL CITY CARBURETOR SERVICE 
10457 Gratiot 


NEW ARK BAR 
8039 Harper 


KENWOOD CHOP HOUSE 
Fenkell at Telegraph 
DEMAS JEWELRY 

14206 Gratiot 


ALL SERVICE ELECTRIC CO. 
9560 Oakland 


HERB & SONS SERVICE 
3303 W. Vernor 


WOODS BIKE & HOBBY SHOP 
20373 Mack Ave. 


FRANK'S SUPER-RITE MARKET 
8626 Michigan 


FORMOSA GARDEN 
2832 John R 
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10801 W. Chicago 
ED'S BAR 
858 Dix, Lincoln Park 


IRVING GIFT 
6321 W. 7 Mile 


ATOMIC TAVERN 
13126 Harper 


DE MILO SALON 
620 Delaware 


NORWEST ELECTRIC COMPANY 
6901 Southfield 


J & D STANDARD SERVICE 
11841 Morang 


GIGLIO'S MARKET 
3800 McDougall 


ZACK’S MARKET 
1429 Gratiot 


TELE-CRAFT HAIR FASHIONS 
14106 Telegraph 


CHRISTY FRIED CAKE 
9500 Whittier 


MRS. JAMES FERRANTI 
17015 Maumee, Grosse Pte. 


FORD'S 7 MILE-OUTER DRIVE 
SERVICE 
11001 E. Outer Drive 


PAGANO AND SONS 
14331 Harper 


WEG'S PHARMACY 
22422 Gratiot, East Detroit 


ALYTAUS BAR 
3415 Michigan 


HANDY SUPER MARKET 
12600 Gunston 


BARRETT BEAUTY SHOP 
9541 Barrett 
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FROM OUR FRIENDS 


MARRA'S PIZZERIA AND RESTAURANT 





LALLI'S BAR 
9401 Harper 


GABEL'S BAR 
4418 Maybury Grand 


STYLE FORM STYLE SHOP 
11739 Livernois 


STACK’S MARKET 
9718 Conant 


DU ALL HARDWARE 
12436 Van Dyke 


DUCIA'S SEA FOOD RESTAURANT 
13250 Gratiot 


GRATIOT-NOVARA MARKET 
14630 Gratiot 


LaRONDE PIZZERIA 
13635 W. Chicago 


DOYLE'’S STANDARD SERVICE 
28501 Harper, St. Clair Shores 


SANDLE BROS. MOBIL 
19640 Kelly 


CYPRESS GARDENS & GIFT SHOP 
5823 E. 7 Mile 


BOSCO'S BARBER SHOP 
18989 Livernois 


HENRY’S RESTAURANT 
21953 Michigan 


7-RYAN STANDARD SERVICE 
4041 E. 7 Mile 


PORTER'S PURE OIL STATION 
7931 Helen 


TEL-CON SHELL SERVICE 
8438 N. Telegraph 


MERNATTI'S SUPER SERVICE 
4600 Chalmers 


KRAKOW MEATS 
3317 Caniff 


THE 
PERFECT 
GIFT! 


HERE IS the Christmas gift that will last for 
years. Richly bound in red, it contains many 
splendid illustrations of the New and Old Testa- 
ment. There are, besides, many pages for the 
vital family records and statistics. It carries the 
imprimatur of the late Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
of Chicago and is distributed by Religious Sup- 
plies, Inc., of Pittsburgh. 


A MUST FOR EVERY HOME AT ONLY $34.95! 


SEND $2.95 as your down payment and receive 
your magnificent edition of the Holy Bible. 
Send $1 a week thereafter until payments are 
completed. Place your order through the office 
of CATHOLIC LIFE, 121 East Boston Blvd., 
Detroit 2, Michigan. 





